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SUBJ: POPULATION COMMISSION THIRD SPECIAL SESSION 

1. SUMMARY: POPULATION COMMISION (POPCOM) SPECIAL 
SESSION OPENED MARCH 5 WITH STATEMENTS ON PREPARATIONS 
BY WORLD POPULATION CONFERENCE (WPC) SECRETARY-GENERAL 
CARRILLO-FLORES AND UN POPULATION DIVISION DIRECTOR 
TABAH. MOST OF DAY DEVOTED TO WORLD POPULATION YEAR 
(WPY), AFRICAN CENSUS PROGRAM AND INTERDISCIPLINARY 
TRAINING IN POPULATION MATTERS. WPY DISCUSSION INTRO- 
DUCED BY RAFAEL SALAS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UNITED NATIONS 
FUND FOR POPULATION ACTIVITIES (UNFPA) WHO EMPHASIZED 
NEED TO MAINTAIN IMPETUS ARISING FROM WPY AND WPC 
ACTIVITIES AND OBLIGATION TO MEET DEMANDS FOR ASSISTANCE 
RESULTING FROM IMPETUS. POPCOM SATISFIED WITH PROGRESS 
OF WPY ACTIVITIES AND GENERALLY RELIEVED TO RECEIVE 
REPORT ON AFRICAN CENSUS PROGRAM THAT CANDIDLY REVEALED 
PROBLEMS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS. REPORT ON TRAINING NOT 
WELL RECEIVED AND POPCOM WAS ASSURED THAT INFORMATION 
IT HAD REQUESTED SEVERAL TIMES ON SURVEY OF TRAINING 
FACILITIES AND, IF POSSIBLE, NEEDS WOULD BE PRESENTED 

AT NEXT POPCOM. END SUMMARY. 
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2. DESCRIBING PREPATIONS FOR WPC CARRILLO-FLORES 
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REPORTED VISITS OF 21 COUNTRIES TO CONSULT ON WPC AND 
HAS THREE MORE VISITS PLANNED; HE CITED REGIONAL CONSUL- 
TATIONS PLANNED FOR APRIL AND MAY 1974 BEING ARRANGED IN 
COLLABORATION WITH UN REGIONAL ECONOMIC COMMISSION. HE 
SPOKE BRIEFLY OF STATUS OF DOCUMENTS FOR WPC, THE FOUR 
PRE-CONFERENCE SYMPOSIA, WPC AGENDA, ORGANIZATION, TIME- 
TABLE, AND RULES OF PROCEDURE. SAID POPCOM WOULD HEAR 
REPORTS FROM ORGANIZERS OF NON-GOVERNMENT 
ORGANIZATION POPULATION TIRBUNE AND THE INTERNATIONAL 
YOUTH POPULATION CONFERENCE WHICH ARE THE TWO ACTIVITIES 
PARALLEL TO AND ASSOCIATED WITH WPC WHICH ARE BEING 
ORGANIZED, MANAGED AND FINANCED SEPARATELY FROM WPC. 

CARRILLO-FLORES DEVOTED CONSIDERABLE TIME TO WORLD POPULA- 
TION FOR POPCOM SESSION. HE STRESSED POLITICAL NATURE 
OF WPP A AND WPC PARTICULARLY THE MATTER OF QUANTITATIVE 
TARGETS REFERRING TO POPULATION GROWTH OR BIRTH RATES. 

3. DIRECTOR OF UN POPULATION DIVISION, LEON TAB AH, COM- 
MENTED ON DOCUMENTS RELATIVE TO WPC AND WPPA. NE NOTED 
INFLUENCE OF PRE-CONFERENCE SYMPOSIA AND THE IMPORTANCE 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL FORUM ON ROLE OF WOMEN IN POPULA- 
TION AND DEVELOPMENT (WHICH HE ATTENDED AND WHICH HAD 
CONVINCED HIM THAT THE WPPA MUST GIVE MORE ATTENTION 
FOR WOMEN AND THEIR ROLES. 

4. RAFAEL SALAS. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UNFPA, BUILT HIS 
REMARKS ON WORLD POPULATION YEAR AROUND WPY PROGRESS 
REPORT (ECN/9/300) CITING EXPANDING ACTIVITIES TO CREATE 
FAVORABLE CLIMATE FOR WPC. HE NOTED WIDENING SUPPORT 
GENERATED BY WPY ACTIVITIES AT GOVERNMENTAL AND NATIONAL 
LEVELS AND AMONG ALL KINDS OF COMMUNICATORS INCLUDING 
FILM MAKERS, WRITERS, BROADCASTERS, EDUCATORS, TEACHERS, 

COMMUNITY LEADERS. HE CREDITED UN AGENCIES AND NON-GOVERNMENT 
ORGANIZATIONS FOR HELPING TO GAIN THIS SUPPORT. SALAS CITED 
CLOSE COLLABORATION WITH CARRILLO-FLORES. HE EMPHASIZED 

THE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING MEMENTUM AFTER WPC AND WPY 
AND SAID THE MOST VITAL INSTRUMENTS WERE THE BODIES SET 
UP BY OVER FIFTY COUNTRIES TO GIVE IMPETUS TO NATIONAL 
POPULATION PROGRAMS. SALAS THEN STRESSED TO POPCOM THAT 
ALL THIS ACTIVITY WOULD CREATE UNA VOID ABEL OBLIGATION TO 
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MEET ACCELERATED AND EXPANDED DEMANDS FOR POPULATION 
ASSISTANCE. HE REFERRED TO STEADY GROWTH OF 
UNFPA ASSISTANCE AND PLANS FOR $53 MILLION IN 1974, 

$68 MILLION 1975, $78 MILLION 1976, $90 MILLION 1977. BUT, 

HE NOTED THAT THIS PLAN DID NOT LEAVE MARGINS FOR UNFORESEEN 
DEMANDS ARISING FROM WPY AND WPC. HE SAID IT WOULD BE 
UNREALISTIC NOT TO ANTICIPATE THAT WPC WOULD LEAD TO 
NEW NATIONAL CONCEPTS, PLANS AND PRIORITIES FOR POPULA- 
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TION QUESTIONS. HE SAID UNFPA COULD TAKE ADDED RESPON- 
SIBILITIES PROVIDED DONORS ARE PREPARED TO GIVE NEEDED 
FINANCING. 

5. UN STATISTICAL OFFICE DIRECTOR SIMON GOLDBERG MADE 
PRESENTATION ON AFRICAN CENSUS PROGRAM (ACP) THAT UP-DATED 
INFORMATION (E/CN.9/298) BEFORE POPCOM. GOLDBERG 
ACKNOWLEDGED MISJUDGEMENT OF DIFFICULTIES IN FINDING EXPERTS 
TO ASSIT ACP ACTIVITIES. HE SAID THAT WHILE PROBLEM 
OF RECRUITING EXPERTS WAS NOW LARGELY SOLVED IT HAD CAUSED 
DELAYS IN CENSUS TAKING IN SIX COUNTRIES. GOLDBERG 
DESCRIBED OTHER DIFFICULTIES SUCH AS DELAYS IN DRAWING 
UNFPA FUNDS APPROVED FOR PROJECTS. SLOW SUBMITTION OF 
REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE BY SOME COUNTRIES, LENGTHY 
DELIVERY TIME FOR VEHICLES AND OTHER EQUIPMENT. TURNING 
TO POSITIVE SIDE HE REPORTED ARRANGEMENTS TO PROVIDE 
ASSISTANCE IN PREPARING PROJECTS AND BUDGETS, AGREEMENT 
WITH UNFPA TO PERMIT VEHICLE PROCUREMENT BY BULK PURCHASE, 
FORMATION OF A GROUP TO KEEP CONTINUOUS WATCH OVER ACP 
ACTIVITIES IN ORDER TO DISCOVER PROBLEMS AND ACT TO 
RESOLVE THEM. USSR AND DAHOMEY RAISED QUESTION OF 
WHETHER ACP MAKING SUFFICIENT USE OF AFRICAN EXPERTS. 

IN REPLY, GOLDBERG AND THREE AFRICAN EXPERTS WERE ON 
DUTY; HE MAINTAINED THAT STRENOUS EFFORTS WERE MADE TO 
RECRUIT AFRICAN EXPERTS BUT FEW HAD BECOME AVAILABLE. 
RWANDA ASKED ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTION BY COUNTRIES WHERE 
CENSUS WAS TAKEN. GOLDBERG SAID THAT COUNTRIES CONCERNED 
WERE PORVIDING ABOUT 60 PERCENT OF TOTAL COST OF ACP. 
(COMMENT: OVERALL GOLDBERG WAS REFRESHINGLY CANDID IN 
CONTRAST TO PREVIOUS REPORTS WHICH LEFT UNANSWERED 
QUESTIONS AND FEELINGS OF FRUSTRATION AMONG POPCOM REPS. 
DISCORDANT NOTE IN GOLDBERG'S PRESENTATION WAS THAT 
IN ANSWERING QUEIRIES FROM RWANDA AND DAHOMEY HE SEEMED 
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QUITE AGITATED, UNNECESSARILY ABRUPT AND TENDING TO LAPSE 
BACK TO UNSATISFACTORY RESPONSES POPCOM HAS RECEIVED IN 
PREVIOUS CONSIDERATIONS OF 
EEEEEEEE 
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7. GENERAL REACTION IN POPCOME WAS BEWILDERMENT AS 
EXEMPLIFIED BY OBSERVER FROM MEXICO WHO, ALTHOUGH AGREEING 
THAT TRAINING IS VITAL, CITED NEED TO COORDINATE TRAINING 

IN COUNTRIES AND REGIONS IN MEXICO AND TIME FOR HIS 
GOVERNMENT TO COMMENT. DELEGATES OF PANAMA AND AURITANIA 
EXPRESSED SIMILAR VIEWS. ECUADOR SAID THERE WAS A 
REQUIREMENT FOG A SURVEY OF NEEDS THAT TOOK NOTICE OF 
BROADER QUESTIONS OF DEVELOPMENT. 

8. IPPF OBSERVER (JULIA HENDERSON) SAID IT CLEAR THAT 
THERE HAD NOT BEEN AN ASSESSMENT OF TRAINING NEEDS OR 
ESTIMATE OF COSTS AND BOTH WERE NEEDED PROMPTLY. 

ECAFE OBSERVER (FRISEN) AND ECA OBSERVER (SOM) CITED 
SEVERAL STUDIES, ACTIVITIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS CONFEREN- 
ING THEIR REGIONS THAT WERE PERTINENT TO INTERDISCIPLINARY 
TRAINING MATTERS. 

9. US DEL, AFTER CITING HIGH PRIORITY REQUIREMENT FOR 
TRAINING, REFERRED TO NUMEROUS PREVIOUS POPCOM REQUESTS 
SINCE NOVEMBER 1971 FOR UN ACTION TO SURVEY WORLD-WIDE 
TRAINING FACILITIES AND NEEDS AND TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS 
BASED ON THE SURVEY AS WELL AS TO UNDERTAKE EXPERIMENTAL 
TRAINING ACTIVITY. US DEL SAID IT WAS DISAPPOINTING 

AFTER TWO-AND-A-HALF YEARS MERELY TO BE INFORMED WITHOUT 
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DETAILS THAT THERE HAD BEEN ANOTHER UN INTERAGENCY MEETING 
ON THE MATTER AND THAT ONE PROJECT WAS ABOUT TO BE APPROVED 
AND ANOTHER WAS BEING CONSIDERED. US DEL SUGGESTED POPCOM 
DESIRE WAS FOR INFORMATION ON SUBSTANCE, COSTS, LOCATIONS, 
DEMANDS AND PROPOSALS IN ORDER THAT THERE COULD BE 
INFORMED POPCOM CONSIDERATION AND RECOMMENDATIONS; WITHOUT 
INFORMATION IT WAS DIFFICULT TO CONCUR IN ANY 
PARTICULAR PROPOSAL. 

10. GTLT.F. TOOK EXCPTION TO U.S. CRITICISM AND MADE 

LAME ARGUEMENT THAT UNFPA'S ONLY RESPONSIBILITY WAS AS 
CHAIRMAN OF UN INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE AND THAT COMMITTEE 
HAS BEEN FUNCTIONING FOR ONLY A YEAR. PRIOR TO THAT 
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TIME, HE CONTENDED UNFPA UNABLE TO ACT BECAUSE DID 
NOT HAVE MANDATE. HE SAID, HOWEVER, THAT UNFPA INTEREST 
IN TRAINING WAS EVIDENCED BY FACT THAT NFPA HAD ALLO- 
CATED OVER $16 MILLION FOR TRAINING IN 1973. 

1 1 . DIRECTOR OF UN POPULATION DIVISION, WHICH IS UN 
ELEMENT THAT HAS ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE INTER- 
DISCIPLINARY TRAINING, ACKNOWLEDGED VALIDITY OF ARGUMENTS 
OF US AND OTHERS. HE PROMISED THAT NEXT SESSION OF POPCOM 
WOULD RECEIVE A REPORT ON FACILITIES THAT EXIST AND, IF 
POSSIBLE, ON TRAINING NEEDS. 

BENNETT 
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